MAYBEE 18° SOCIETY
COMMUNICATOR

SPRING 2025
The President’s Corner

Dear Cousins,

Ok, the sprint is now on for planning and
execution for our reunion!! It will be the first for
our national organization in 10 years due to the
pandemic, which also seems to come every 100
years!

But it will be the 100" reunion for what’s known
as, the “South Valley” branch of the family. They
are all descendants of Caspar Mabie. He is the
younger of the 2 sons of Pieter and Achetje Jans
van Naerden, additionally there are also 4 sisters,
and 1 surviving half-brother. The South Valley
group are our most steadfast contingent of reunion
attendees! Probably because they have been doing
it for 100 years!

So, Speakers — First up after lunch will be Barbara
Kineke. She is the South Valley historian. Then I
am still waiting for an answer from Marietta Carr,
the current SCHS archivist — I just wanted her to
give an overview of what is there in the collection
of Maybee Society and stuff! Then Steve now
plans to come and will talk about the research
done on behalf of our society for the past 20
years! We shall see how all that goes timewise. |
was going to talk about the native Americans and
Mabees at the reunion 10 years ago, and still have
the power point but can just update that and put it
in a future newsletter. So, I never worry about that
stuff too much. Just visiting and getting to know
far flung family members is much more important
in such a short time span.

We made arrangements for tours of the house and
property for 11:00 to 5:00, so plan on that if you
would like a refresher! A volunteer said he would
be willing—Then they do not have to pay staff.
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I will even put a notice in the local paper.
Sometimes they even send a reporter and
photographer if it is a slow day elsewhere!

If you think of anything, please contact us!

100th ANNUAL FAMILY REUNION
and ELECTION
SUNDAY, July 13, 2025

Mabee Farm Historic Site

1100 Rotterdam Junction, New York
Hosted by the National Maybee Society
Mabie/Mabee/Maybee/Maybie/Mabey
All are invited! If not SV group then its $10
toward the meal! Thank you!

RSVP to Kimandgarymabee@gmail.com so we
can count heads!! Please, indicate if you plan to
come on Friday or Saturday, and would like a
stockade or Schoharie Crossing tour--- so we can
plan! And if you have any time or inclination to
be President or Treasurer! We need help!

Lafayette 200

The event for Schenectady is taking shape! It
will be June 11, 2025 all day and ending with a
dinner at the Glen Sanders Mansion if any of you
are interested! Have any of you heard of the
upcoming events in your area?

The itinerary is now up and you can make
reservations for the event at this link!
https://www kierstenmarcil.com/lafayette-200
The main one https://lafayette200.org/
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This is what they said they are about!
“Bicentennial Tour

Throughout 2024-2025, the AFL will host
educational programming across the United
States and in France to commemorate the
Bicentennial of Lafayette’s return to America as
the “Guest of the Nation.”

There will be hundreds of planned events, both in
large cities such as New York, Boston,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, St. Louis,
New Orleans, and Savannah, as well as in the
multitude of small towns Lafayette visited, still
brimming with pride that America’s favorite
fighting Frenchman came through their
municipality. Our goal is to educate the public
about the roles played by both Lafayette and
France in our war for independence. We will
accomplish this through planned festivities,
informative programing, and meaningful
remembrances

America 250
https://america250.org/

I have signed up for 2 events this spring!!!

On April 15" I will go to Lexington and Concord
to participate in the events organized by the
national DAR---Then on May 10" there is an
event at Fort Ticonderoga--- where Henry Knox
got the cannons from for Bunker Hill!

There are a number of us working on the

Schenectady County celebration. Have you heard
about anything being planned in your area!!!???

New Netherland 400

https://ny400th.org/
There are a number of events coming up for this
also until at least 2027 I can see on their timeline.

There is a trivia game we could play!
TRIVIA — New Amsterdam Edition

Cheat Sheet!

Issue 133

When was New Netherland Colony first
settled?

1624

What was Peter Stuyvesant known for?
What was the main purpose of early New
Amsterdam settlement?

What was the name of the company that was in
charge of establishing New Amsterdam

Why did the Dutch Hire Henry Hudson?
Who were the first colonists who landed on
Governors Island

Why did they come here?

How many families came to Governors Island
Where did the first settlers land in New
Amsterdam?

What Year was New Amsterdam Settled?
What was the original purpose of establishing
the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam?

Who was the Director-General of New
Netherland when New Amsterdam was
surrendered to the English in 1664?

Who was the English explorer sailing for the
Dutch whose 1609 voyage led to the eventual
establishment of New Netherland?

What was the largest structure built by the
Dutch on Manhattan Island, and where was it
located?

What was the main economic activity that
drove the growth of New Amsterdam in the
mid-17th century?

Which European power did the Dutch
originally fight to gain independence, leading
to the creation of the Dutch Republic and
eventually New Netherland?

What game, popular in New Netherland, was
banned from being played in the streets due to
the risk of property damage?

What was the first school in New Netherland,
and when was it established?

Which public space in New Amsterdam was
originally used as a parade ground and later
became one of New York City's most famous
parks?

What was the first church established in New
Amsterdam?

What building is on the site where Fort
Amsterdam once stood?
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What was the original name given to
Governors Island by the Native Americans,
and what did it mean?

What was the Dutch West India settlement in
New Netherland, located near present-day
Albany?

Who were the first settlers of New Netherland,
particularly in New Amsterdam and Fort
Orange?

What kind of ship did the Dutch typically use
for trading and for passage to New
Netherland?

What was the main currency in New
Netherland?

How did the Dutch manage to clean the streets
of New Amsterdam?

What were windmills used for?

What was a favorite food from New
Netherland we still eat today?

What was the name of the person who started
the Peach War?

What was the name of the Indian Chief who
negotiated peace treaties with the DWIC over
more than 20 years?

What plants were part of the Native American
three sisters method that was adopted by the
Dutch?

When Henry Hudson returned from his 1609
voyage did he go back to the Netherlands with
the results of his travels?

What trade cloth did the Native Americans
consider most valuable?

What document became famous as a defense of
religious freedom or tolerance in New
Amsterdam?

Who was the first Jewish person to receive the
burger right in New Amsterdam?

What African man survived hanging with two
ropes in New Amsterdam?

Where was the "Land of of the Blacks"

What was the main use of apples in New
Amsterdam?

What famous document from 1660 provides a
complete listing of the people living in New
Amsterdam at that time?

Share This Article
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ORIGINS

This has been one of my favorite pieces and
wanted to share--- I will adapt it from the Truax
family where I stole it from! Just changing the
names! Although it is not quite as funny then!

WHAT ARE WE?

The Mabee name is such an unusual one, and its
origins so complex, that there have been many
answers proposed to this question over the years.
Not knowing the birthplace of our progenitor,
Pieter Caspersen van Naerden, has been a
hinderance to clear up the question of “What are
we?” The problem is that there are many answers
that could be considered “correct”, so I will try to
clear up some of the confusion.

We all know that Pieter was born around 1627,
and arrived in New Amsterdam around 1647 on
we think was the Dutch ship, Swol. So that must
make him Dutch. Except they carried sailors and
people from all around the world. Usually, they
gave people surnames of places they said they
came from. The van in Dutch meaning

“from” It seems the fort and town of Naerden had
a number of Scots mercenaries. To further
complicate matters, the whole area was under
Spanish control at the time, so one could even
argue that Pieter was Spanish!

Perhaps the most accurate summary of Pieter’s
cultural and ethnic identity is that he was a man of
the sea!? Who became a carman? Perhaps his
father or grandfather came from the Mabie forests
of Scotland who are said to be descended from the
original Celtic tribes? But still, it’s hard to tell
someone that your family is not sure. When
asked, I usually tell people that we are
Scotts/Dutch but really you can take your pick
and still be right.

We aren’t the first Mabies/Maybees to experience
confusion over our family origins - our ancestors
seem to have as well. One of the nice things about
Canadian census records is that instead of (or in
addition to) asking about ‘race’, they often ask
about ‘ethnic origin’, and the answers given by
the various Mabeys over the years can be quite
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interesting. In the 1871 census, for example, there
were 17 Mabey head of households or strays in
Ontario. The reported ethic breakdown was: 6
Dutch, 4 French, 4 English, 4 German, 2 Irish,
and 1 Scott. Many of these folks couldn’t seem to
decide, either - in at least three cases, the first and
sometimes second responses were scratched out
and replaced by another. In one instance, the
person originally said he was Canadian, but this
was apparently unacceptable to the census taker.
While some of this confusion can be attributed to
adopting the ethnic identity of the mother’s line,
some of the responses can be downright bizarre.
In 1901, my own great-grandfather Albert Mabee
said he was ‘Pennsylvania Dutch’, which is about
the only thing that he wasn ’t. And over the years,
I have heard from folks who were told by their
families that the Mabees were anything from
Dutch to French to Scotts to English and Belgian.
So, when someone asks you ‘What are the
Mabeys?, don’t feel bad if you can’t give them a
simple one-word answer. We are much more
interesting than that!

FAMILY

Do you have info to share? Peter Johnson, we
have not heard from you and Angela in a while!
The double Mabie couple of Canada!

Our little 2 pounder of last year, is now running
all around--- makes a grandma’s heart happy!

Cbby Road

i Walking in the park always
mafkes me think of my family ..
must be all the squirrels and nutc!

6-2-11

Maxine.com
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Who We Are:

The Maybee Society Communicator 1is a
publication of the Maybee Society, 15 Van Buren
Ln. Rd 4, Scotia, New York, 12302-9473.

Our Website is: http://maybeesociety.org/

Kim Mabee, President, 15 Van Buren Ln. Rd 4,
Scotia, New York, 12302-9473
E-mail: kimandgarymabee@gmail.com

Steve Mabie, Vice President, 2139 Oak Creek,
San Antonio, Texas 78232.
E-Mail: SMabie@aol.net

Paul Mabey, Database, 3183 Galena Street,
Denver, CO 80238.
E-Mail: Paul@Mabey.net

Lindsay Thompson, Editor, 111 South Exeter
Street, Baltimore MD 21202.
E-mail: lthompson@jhu.edu

Ann Christmann, Secretary/Treasurer, 718
Pachester Drive, Houston, TX 77079.
E-mail annchristmann@sbcglobal.net

Dues

The officers of the Maybee Society would like to make
clear that the payment of dues, while greatly
appreciated, is not required to maintain good standing
as members. Specifically, we understand that some of
our members are senior citizens living on fixed
incomes, and we do not want anyone who cannot afford
it to feel obligated.

Many of you have kept up to date on your dues — Thank
You. Forthose who haven’t, dues are $5 per year if you
select the e-mail version of the Communicator (in
color!), and $10 per year for the black and white, hard
copy version sent via the U.S. Postal Service. Please
note that no new orders for the hard copy version are
being accepted. All dues should be sent to our
Treasurer, Ann Christmann at the address above.
Checks should be made payable to Ann, NOT to the
Maybee Society. Checks should be made out to Ann
Christmann,

July 2023



